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DTT TIMELINE IN MAJOR WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES
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Oct-02 GERMANY
DTT services 
launched in Berlin.

Nov-98 UK
Pay-TV service 
ONDigital (later 
renamed ITV 
Digital) launched.

May-00 SPAIN
Pay-TV service 
Onda Digital (later 
renamed Quiero 
TV) launched.

Mar-01 ITALY
Italian Parliament 
approves the law 66 / 
2001, which sets the date 
of switch-off as of 2006

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2009 2010 2011 20122008

Apr-02 UK
DTT Pay-TV 
service ITV 
Digital closes.

Oct-02 UK
New DTT platform 
launched. The service, 
named Freeview, 
includes 24 Free-to-Air 
TV channels. 

Ago-03 GERMANY
Analogue shitch-off 
completed in Berlin. Later, 
DTT services will be 
launched in other areas on 
a region by region basis.

Jan-05 ITALY
Mediaset and Telecom 
Italia Media launch 
PPV (Pay Per View) 
services over DTT 
through recheargeable 
smart cards. 

Dec-03 ITALY
DTT services 
officially 
launched.

Mar-04 UK
Pay-TV service Top 
Up TV launched.

May-06 FRANCE
First HDTV over 
DTT trials begins in 
Paris,  Lyon and 
Merseilles.

Sept-05 UK
The Government 
confirms the digital 
switchover timetable 
for the UK. It will take 
place between 2008 
and 2012 on a region 
by region basis. 

Nov-05 SPAIN
New DTT platform 
launched. Line-up 
includes 20 national 
Free-to-Air TV channels.

Jun-06 ITALY
First commercial DVB-
H service launched by 
3 Italia. TIM and 
Vodafone will launch 
their DVB-H services 
in the following 
months.

Dec-05 ITALY
Decree 22/12/2005, 
n.273 postpones switch-
off from 2006 to 2008.

Oct-06 ITALY
The Italian Government 
approves a reform to the 
TV market, which proposes 
that broadcasters with 
more than 3 channels on 
the analogue terrestrial 
platform make one of the 
channels exclusively 
available over DTT. 

Jun-06 UK
According to Ofcom, the 
number of homes using 
DTT services has 
surpassed the number 
of analogue terrestrial 
households. 

Nov-06 UK
Top Up TV 
relaunches its 
offer, mainly as a 
Push VoD 
service (using 
PVRs).

Feb-07 UK
BSkyB announces plans to 
launch Pay-TV services (4 
channels) over DTT platform 
in the summer of 2007. The 
broadcast regulator Ofcom 
opened a public consultation 
on BSkyB's proposed services 
in October 2007.

Mar-07 ITALY
Analogue switch off 
begins in Sardinia and 
Valle D'Aosta.

Sept-07 FRANCE
The Government signs a decree 
which select DVB-H as the technical 
standard for Mobile TV services.

Oct-07 ITALY
The 2008 Budget law 
calls for TV sets to 
include a DTT tuner and 
postpones the final 
analogue switch-off  to 
2012.

Sept-07 SPAIN
The Government approves its 
plan for digital switch-over, which 
calls for analogue switch-off to 
take place in four phases from 
2008 to April 2011.

Sept-07 FINLAND
Analogue switch-off 
completed

Dec-06 THE 
NETHERLANDS
Analogue switch-off 
completed

2012 ITALY
Analogue 
swtich-off to be 
completed

2012 UK
Analogue 
swtich-off to be 
completed

2011 FRANCE
Analogue 
swtich-off to be 
completed

2010 SPAIN
Analogue 
swtich-off to be 
completed

2010 
GERMANY
Analogue swtich-
off to be 
completed

Mar-05 FRANCE
DTT platform 
officially launched 
(14 Free-to-Air TV 
channels).

1999 2000

Feb-02 SPAIN
Pay-TV DTT service 
Quiero TV closes.

Nov-05 FRANCE
Canal Plus launches two Pay-
TV bouquets over DTT 
("Canal Plus Le Bouquet" e 
"Mini Pack par CanalSat").

2007

Feb-07 FRANCE
The Parliament approves 
the "Television for the 
Future” bill. The new law 
set the date of the final 
analogue switch-off as 
30th November 2011.

DIGITAL TV HOUSEHOLDS BY PLATFORM IN WESTERN 
EUROPE 2005 - 2007 (in millions)

13.6 16.1
20.4 25.3

32.0 33.9 35.9 37.2

8.9 10.5
11.7 12.6

1.1 1.8 2.8 4.0

55.7
62.3

70.7
79.1

-
10.0
20.0

30.0

40.0
50.0
60.0
70.0
80.0
90.0

Dec-05 Jun-06 Dec-06 Jun-07

Source: e-Media Institute © e-Media Research Ltd.

Cable IPTV
DTT-onlySatelliteTOTAL

37%

19%

21%

37%

40%

33%

46%

70%

48%

84%

13%

59%

57%

45%

27%

45%

31%

55%

22%

54%

- 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

AT

BE

CH

CY

DE

DK

ES

FI

FR

GB

GR

IE

IS

IT

LU

MA

NL

NO

PT

SE

Source: e-Media Institute © e-Media Research Ltd.

11%

3%
10%

-

19%
25%

47%
52%

30%

43%

24%

-

24%

36%

8%

28%

11%

- 2%

35%

-

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IS IT LU MA NL NO PT SE

PENETRATION OF DTT-ONLY HOUSEHOLDS ON TOTAL DIGITAL TV 
HOUSEHOLDS IN WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AS OF JUNE-07 (in %)

Source: e-Media Institute © e-Media Research Ltd.

DTT-ONLY HOUSEHOLDS IN WESTERN EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES AS OF JUNE 2007 

(in thousands and in % of total TV households)

FI
866
(36%)

LU
4 (2%)

MA
16 (13%)

Source: e-Media Institute ©
e-Media Research Ltd.

FREE  DOWNLOAD

% CHANGE 
Dec-05 / Jun-07

TOTAL: +42%

SAT: +16%

DTT: +86%

CABLE: +41%

IPTV: +260%

IE

NO

CY


